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Myrick to be mayor

Democrat gets nearly 54 percent of vote in four-way race

Liz Lawyer  

November 9, 2011

Ithaca — Svante Myrick won the mayoral race in Ithaca on Tuesday, beating three opponents with 53.9 percent of the vote.

Myrick said he hopes to keep in close contact with city residents as mayor.

"We're going to continue doing what we've been doing," he said, "reaching out to citizens, knocking on doors, reaching out through Facebook and Twitter, holding office hours." In Ithaca's First Ward, Cynthia Brock won the only contested race on Common Council this year, defeating opponent Steven Williams with 83.5 percent of the vote.

Ithaca voters also approved three propositions on the ballot, one that created staggered terms following redistricting, and two that would change wording in the city charter.

The four-way mayoral race was one of the most highly contested in recent years. Current Mayor Carolyn Peterson defeated two other candidates in 2003 for her first term as mayor but ran unopposed in 2007 for her second term. Three candidates ran in 1995, and two ran in 1991.

Independent candidate Wade Wykstra came in second with 876 votes, or 25.4 percent of the vote. Independence Party candidate J.R. Clairborne was third with 454 votes, or 13.2 percent, and Republican Janis Kelly came in last of the candidates remaining in the race, with 230 votes or 6.7 percent.

Earlier in this year's campaign, as many as eight candidates were in the race. Two were knocked off the ballot for errors or conflicts on their candidacy petitions and two dropped out.

One reason for the large number of candidates contending for the position was the incumbent announced earlier this year she would not seek re-election. Peterson initially endorsed Tompkins County Legislator Pam Mackesey for the next mayor, but Mackesey lost her primary bid for the Democratic nomination to Myrick. Peterson later endorsed Myrick as the Democratic Party candidate the week before the election.

Myrick is the youngest person to be elected mayor of Ithaca. At 24, he is in the final months of a four-year term on Common Council, representing the 4th Ward. He is a 2009 Cornell graduate.

During the campaign, Myrick expressed his support for creating a city manager position, and said his vision for Ithaca includes establishing a technology campus within the city. The largest challenge for the city is closing a $3 million budget deficit, he said, which will require spending resources more efficiently, negotiating with bargaining units, and calling on Cornell University to pay a greater amount to the city, as well as encouraging new development.

Myrick reported the most campaign donations by far, with $36,343 reported as of the latest campaign filing deadline. No other candidate gathered more than $7,000.

Besides Mayor Peterson's late endorsement, Myrick picked up the support of independent candidate Christopher Kusznir when Kusznir announced he was dropping his bid for office Oct. 31.

Brock wins First Ward

Brock won the race against Independence Party candidate Williams with 717 votes, after defeating sitting First Ward representative George McGonigal in a Democratic primary in September. She also ran Tuesday on the Working Families line.

During the campaign, Brock said closing the city's multi-million-dollar budget deficit is a priority requiring historic understanding and creative solutions. One key to reducing the city's expenses could be creating an inter-municipal storm water utility, she said.

Propositions

Voters approved all three propositions on the ballot, though Propositions two and three were close.

The propositions on city voters' ballots dealt with several issues. Proposition One created staggered two-year council terms following redistricting according to the newest census data. Without the staggered terms, some representatives' wards would overlap as some council members were elected under the new wards and others remained on the council representing old ward boundaries. In the next election, all the council members will be up for re-election under new ward boundaries.

Proposition Two changes the appointment process for certain deputy and assistant positions. Common Council has proposed that department heads be given authority to appoint these positions, in line with processes in other departments.

The proposition repeals outdated language such as, for example, a section that gives the mayor authority to appoint subordinate police officers.

Proposition three consolidates basic authorities and responsibilities inherent in all department-head and deputy positions to one section. Currently, there is a wide variation in how authority is delegated and described, and some positions are left out entirely.
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